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Message from the Dean 

Prof. Abdullah Al Zoubi, Vice President of Princess 
Sumaya University for Technology, visited 
MEC on Monday, 21st February 2017. During 
his visit, he delivered a lecture on ‘Enhancing 
Quality of eLearning and Remote Laboratories in 
Engineering Education’.

Prof. Nick Harris, UK consultant in HE, LLL and 
quality assurance, visited MEC during the month of 
February 2017 as part of the collaboration between 
MEC, University of Barcelona (UB) and ANECA 
(The National Agency for Quality Assessment 
and Accreditation of Spain) on enhancing Quality 
Assurance (QA) System at MEC.

Prof. Dr. Sultan Abu Orabi Al-Edwan, the 
Secretary General of Association of Arab 
Universities (AARU) visited Middle East College 
on 8th February 2017.In its 15th year, MEC’s progressive journey 

continues… with its head held high... cruising 
on to destination next… like a Dhow.

The Fall 2016 semester witnessed a series 
of achievements and events - the new 
Student Hub, Annual Graduation Ceremony, 
Community Outreach programmes, various 
industry engagements and activities, student 
achievements, “Day out with the Dean” 
and many more. We had the privilege of 
welcoming some very special guests from 
within and outside Oman. These activities 
and visits reinforced our innovative teaching 
and learning practices, improved campus 
life and gave us the opportunity to grow as 
an institution. This edition of Dhow, with its 
new look as a monthly newsletter, captures 
a glimpse of the special “moments” of the 
semester.

My sincere thanks to the DHOW team 
for their efforts in bringing out this special 
newsletter!
Students and staff make MEC what it is. To 
them I dedicate this issue of the Dhow.

Middle East College (MEC) celebrated its Annual 
Graduation Ceremony of the batch of 2016 at its newly 
constructed Student Hub, Knowledge Oasis Muscat 
(KOM), on Saturday, 14th January and Sunday, 
15th January 2017. The graduation ceremony was 
held for the first time in the campus. 1025 students 
who graduated from 20 different programmes were 
awarded Diplomas, Advanced Diplomas, Bachelors 
and Masters Certificates. This year, MEC celebrated 
the graduation of its first batch of students to receive 
a Bachelor degree in the Business programmes.

Steve Twynholm, Assistant Director of Customer 
service and facilities, Estates of Coventry 
University in UK, visited MEC as part of the 
staff exchange programme from 16th to 27th 
February 2017. As part of his visit, he conducted 
a workshop on ‘Customer Services’ that aimed 
to provide an orientation for MEC support staff 
on various aspects of customer services for 
enhancing customer relation and satisfaction. In 
addition, he supervised an internal quality audit 
for the Campus Services Department.

Dr. Kiran G. R.
Acting Dean



Student Activities Office at Middle East College organized 
a Round-table Meeting on the topic: ‘Enhancing Student 
Participation in Extra-Curricular Activities’, on 28th 
February 2017 in the presence of members from about 
11 Omani educational institutions like Gulf College, 
GUTech, University of Nizwa, Majan College and Oman 
Medical College.

Middle East College organized a HSE (Health Safety 
Environment) Awareness Session presented by 
Prasanth Nair from Sital Administrative Consultancy on 
the 26th February 2017. The Programme aimed to make 
Students, staff and other interested parties in this area 
who interact inside the institutional premises aware on 
matters related to Health, Safety & Environment.

The Center for Foundation Studies, Middle East College 
(MEC) organized the MEC English Language Teaching 
(ELT) Symposium on the 23rd of February 2017 at the MEC 
Students Hub Auditorium, Knowledge Oasis Muscat. The 
theme of the symposium was ‘TESOL in Oman: Innovations, 
Challenges and Future Perspectives’. The symposium 
aimed to provide a platform for Language teachers at the 
secondary and tertiary level, to share their ideas on current 
teaching practices, innovative methods of teaching, the 
challenges and future directions in Language teaching and 
learning in Oman.

Middle East College (MEC) hosted 19 students from Hanyang University, 
South Korea as part of the 4th MEC Winter School 2017, from 17th January 
to 9th February 2017. The 26 day programme included workshops at MEC 
and sightseeing trips to popular tourist destinations in the Sultanate. The 
workshops presented by MEC staff and students included topics such as 
Arabic language, Islamic and Omani culture and Omani arts and handicrafts. 
The South-Korean students also conducted workshops related to Korean 
culture and language and also organized an open day which aimed to show 
different aspects of Korean culture such as Korean food, handicrafts, sports 
and traditional dances.



Middle East College celebrated Teacher’s Day 
on Sunday, 26th February 2017. The celebration 
was presided by Dr. Kiran G.R., the Acting Dean, 
MEC and attended by MEC academic and 
administrative staff. This day was celebrated 
in appreciation of the important role played by 
teachers in the lives of students.  The event 
included a video featuring MEC faculty, a skit by 
the students and other activities.

Middle East College 
organized a Day Out 
with the Dean on 10th 
December 2016 to AL 
Qurum Beach, Muscat. 
The event aimed to 
provide a platform 
where the students and 
staff of MEC get the 
opportunity to interact 
with each other more.

As part of the “Together We 
Communicate” initiative, a 
group of MEC students and 
staff members took part 
in a community outreach 
activity highlighting the 
need of involvement with 
the community through 
charity and voluntary work. 
The group visited Hams Al-
Atheer Rehab Center on 
the 27th February 2017 and 
conducted a fun day event 
to a group of specially 
challenged children.

MEC organized an Orientation Programme for the new batch of General 
Foundation Programme students enrolled for Spring 2017, on the 22nd and 23rd 
of January 2017 at the MEC Student Hub Auditorium. The event was conducted 
to introduce the new students to the students’ clubs and the various activities 
held at MEC. Moreover, the students were given background information about 
the different departments in the college along with a brief about all the student 
related services provided at MEC.

Beach cleanup activity under MEC IEEE student branch 
was organized as a part of community outreach program 
on 18th December, 2016 from 2.30 pm to 6 pm. IEEE 
student members and faculty members of MEC actively 
participated in this event and collected more than 70 kg 
of trash from the area near Al-Sawadi beach.

MEC staff members delivered a workshop on “Use of 
technology to enhance teaching and learning experience 
in higher education” on the 27th February 2017 at the 
Higher College of Technology (HCT). The workshop 
aimed to familiarize the participants with tools to prepare 
learning materials suitable for digital natives like QR 
Codes, Screencast o matic, Videopad and GIMP and 
to increase student engagement for better learning and 
teaching.



MEC students participated in the launch event of the 
Exceed Youvation Programme that was held on 22nd 
February 2017 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 
Exceed Youvation is a comprehensive training 
programme designed to provide students with a rich 
experience and enhance their career opportunities 
and income.

Students from Middle East College (MEC) participated 
in the British Petroleum (BP) Young Adventurers camp 
which was held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, from 16th 
till 18th of February 2017. The camp aimed to encourage 
the youth to develop an adventurous and innovative 
spirit in their future and also have respect for the past. 
The gathering provided the youth with an educational, 
fun-filled, and worthwhile experience with the objective 
of making them meet mental and physical challenges, to 
help them develop themselves as individuals.

Middle East College (MEC) and Modern Institute for 
Development (MID) organized a series of workshops 
on Public Relations and Media Management on 
Sunday, 5th February and Monday, 6th February, 
2017 under the auspices of H.H. Sayyida Dr. Raya 
bint Qais Alsaid. The workshops were presented by 
Ola Al Fares, a Jordanian journalist working at MBC 
Group channels, at the MEC Student Hub auditorium, 
Knowledge Oasis Muscat (KOM). The topics covered 
were: Media and Communication Skills, Conversation 
Management Skills, Effective Body Language Usage 
and producing Media materials.

The Photography Club 
of Middle East College 
organized a visit to the 
Heritage Village at the 
Muscat Festival on 6th and 
8th February 2017. The visit 
aimed to teach the members 
of the club the basics of 
photography, its principles, 
camera settings for different 
types of photography, the 
best photo-shoot angles 
and other skills in this field.

A workshop titled ‘How to Train the Brain to Control the 
Pain’ was conducted by Ahlam Al Zedjali and Ismail 
Kuscuoglu, students in the Accounting and Finance 
programme, Department of Management Studies, on 
the 25th January 2017. The workshop aimed to develop 
awareness about the power of the brain and the 
importance of learning how to control it to achieve more 
and have an overall control on our lives. In addition, the 
students trained the participants on various techniques 
that can help in avoiding any kind of pain.



Middle East College launched the state-of-the-art MEC Student Hub which is designed by world-renowned Italian 
architects; Ramon Pascolat and Moira Morsut. The new building is specified for the students to provide the best 
environment in our endeavor to significantly enhance their experience in the campus. It contains a multipurpose hall, 
sports hall, cafeteria, students’ lounges and others.



The Placement and Entrepreneurship 
Office announced the new MEC 
Entrepreneurship Competition, 
TaMECon for MEC students and 
alumni on 29th January 2017. The 
competition aims to develop and 
spread an entrepreneurship culture 
among students and help them to 
apply their ideas in reality by giving 
them the chance to present them in 
front of others.

• Our student Noufal Said Al Ruziqi 
earned a Diploma in N.E.W. BI-
Continental Photographic Circuit 
“Europa Salon” organized by 
UAE & Greece.

• Our student Khalifa Al Riyami 
won 2 honorable prizes in EURO 
2X6 in Hungary competition.

• Our student Raya Al Abri won a 
bronze medal in the West Asia 
Para Games.

• Our graduate Sheikha Al Hamadi 
won a bronze medal in the West 
Asia Para Games.

Achievements and Awards
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