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Hello Friends !
Lots of news for you in this issue! The hot news
“IN FOCUS” is the recently held International
Conference on Applied Information and
Communications Technology hosted by MECIT. The
conference which was indeed a very successful
event and a big achievement for the college was
the first of its kind for MECIT. Ours is a fast growing
higher education institution and this conference, is
another step forward and certainly a feather in the cap of all MECIT-ians.
MECIT has always engaged itself in initiatives for the betterment of the
community as a whole. This time, we have made an attempt to bring to the
forefront an important issue concerning our students, staff and the entire
community. We have, in the recent past, lost many a promising student to the
evil of road accidents, therefore, we, at The Dhow considered it our responsibility
to focus on this issue and dedicate this edition of Dhow to “Road Safety and
awareness of traffic rules”. We created a forum on MOODLE seeking comments
from all students and staff on this topic. In “VOICES”, we feature the responses
on “Why we need to be safe on the road and the dangerous repercussions of
ignoring road safety measures”, giving us an insight into what people around us
think about this topic.
The recently held, Fifth Annual Graduation ceremony, on April11, 2011, with as
many as 327 students graduating this year, is one more reason for the college
to be proud. Other reports and the news round up include various activities in
which our staff and students have participated carrying forward MECIT traditions
and realizing its mission of developing human resources, creating knowledge,
providing active community engagement and involving the whole MECIT family,
for the betterment of the immediate society and the world at large through
enhanced student experience.
SPACE profiles one of our upcoming designers and there’s also a feature on
French fashion, the focus being, wedding dresses. HRIS at MECIT completed
one year some time back and we bring you a report, as well as a write up on the
Peer-tutoring initiative launched by the Student Success Centre. To add to your
pleasure of reading, we have articles about ‘Late Night Football’ and the ‘Ship
for World Youth’, relating first hand experiences of our colleagues, plus student
contributions for the Arabic section.
Here I would like to add that without the support of all the contributors and the
Dhow team, this issue would not have been possible. My sincere thanks to all of
you and happy and enjoyable reading to all our readers! We look forward to your
articles for the next issue.
Till then……..
Good-bye

Deepali Bhatnagar
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1 IN FOCUS
MECIT’s First International Conference on Applied ICT
Kakul Agha

MECIT held its first international conference on Applied Information and Communications Technology on 22
and 23 March 2011. The two day conference aimed at providing a forum to explore, understand and exchange
approaches for successfully harnessing the potential of applied ICT through 39 paper presentations and 14
demonstration workshops.
Distinguished speakers like Prof Ian Marshall, Deputy Vice Chancellor (Academic) Coventry University; Professor
Thomas Andersson, Senior Advisor of Science and Technology Policy, The Research Council, Sultanate of Oman;
Professor Rajkumar Buyya, Professor of Computer Science and Software Engineering and Director of the Cloud
Computing and Distributed Systems (CLOUDS) Laboratory, University of Melbourne, Australia; Professor Edwin
Michael, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Notre Dame, USA; Dr Ali Sharaf Al Musawi, HOD
Instructional and Learning Technologies Department, College of Education (COE), Sultan Qaboos University,
Sultanate of Oman; Dr. Shirin Madon, Senior Lecturer in ICTs and Socio-economic Development Information
Systems and Innovation Group (ISIG) London School of Economics, UK , were invited to deliver key note addresses.
Mr. Tariq Hilal Al-Barwani, Founder & President, KnowledgeOman.com, Sultanate of Oman delivered a special
address.
As the theme of the conference revolved around Organisations, Education, Healthcare, Entertainment, Tourism,
Agriculture and Environment, the workshops and research papers were presented in these areas. Workshops
were an important aspect of this conference. It was something unique to the nation. In all, fourteen reputed
organisations from the Sultanate were invited to deliver workshops on the applied aspects of ICT in their business.
Organisations like Higher Education Admission Center, Ministry of Higher Education, Ernst & Young, Bank
Muscat, Oman Medical Record Institute, Information Technology Authority (ITA), Ministry of Civil Service,
Fireware, Telecommunications Regulatory Authority, OMRAN, Oman TV, Directorate General of Civil Aviation
and Meteorology, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and MECIT participated with zeal and enthusiasm in
conducting the workshops spread over two days. Personnel from these organisations presented the audience
with ICT interventions being used within their organisations. Their efforts were definitely appreciated.
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Academic research papers from about ten countries across
the globe were received, all of which were sent across to a
panel for the blind review process before being presented
in the conference. The panel comprised Dr. Peter Conroy,
Assistant Dean, Foundation Programme, Middle East College of
Information Technology, [MECIT] Sultanate of Oman; Dr. Sami
A. Khan, Assistant Professor, Sultan Qaboos University, Sultanate
of Oman; Dr. Andrew Turner, Principal Lecturer in Education
Research, Coventry University, United Kingdom; Professor Mark
Neal, Research Professor at Eastern Institute of Technology, New
Zealand; Dr. Nasir Ahmad Khan, Associate Professor and Head
of Quality Assurance Department, Mazoon College, Sultanate
of Oman; Dr. J.F. Thomas, Director of the Teaching and Learning
Center Gulf Medical University, Ajman, UAE; Suhel Mustajab,
Associate Professor, Department of Computer Science,
Aligarh Muslim University, India; Dr. Adel Soudani, Associate
Professor, Department of Engineering, Middle East College of
Information Technology [MECIT], Sultanate of Oman; Dr. Syed J.
Naqvi, Assistant Professor, Department of Information Systems,
College of Commerce and Economics, Sultan Qaboos University,
Sultanate of Oman and Dr. Vrajesh Mehta, Department of
Engineering, Middle East College of Information Technology
[MECIT], Sultanate of Oman. Submissions were made through
the automated Microsoft submission system.
Leading organisations showed faith in this endeavour by
supporting the event through their sponsorship. The sponsors
for this event were, namely: Knowledge Oasis Muscat, the
lead partner, The Research Council, the knowledge partner;
Bank Muscat, the platinum sponsor, Nawras, the gold sponsor
and The Telecommunications Regulatory Authority, the silver
sponsor. They whole heartedly supported the conference and
displayed their banners and advertising material during the
conference.
Road shows were organized in all the local colleges and
universities with the help of students and members of
the Student Success Centre. Information pertaining to the
conference was conveyed to Deans of all the colleges, local
and international academicians, alumni, leading organisations
within the Sultanate and other educational bodies in the
country. Arrangements for signage and beautification of the
building were made. Checks were made for requisite audio and
video systems. Professional audio and video coverage for the
event was sought mainly so that these presentations by the
personnel from various organisations could be used as case
studies by MECIT students in future.
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All participants and presenters of workshops were felicitated
with mementos and certificates. Each participant, delegate
and workshop presenter also received a delegate bag with
details of the conference, a CD containing the academic
research papers and promotional material from the sponsors.
The two day conference programme was designed in
such a manner that the keynote and special addresses
were stand-alone activities and were organised in the
auditorium. The auditorium was jam packed with students,
participants, faculty members and delegates. Workshops and
paper presentations were held in concurrent sessions. The
registration desk and welcome team played a key role during
both days of the event. ‘Session Chairs’, ‘Session Coordinators’
and ‘Student Volunteers’ assisted the ‘Conference Convener’
in rolling out the event smoothly. The ‘Registration Team’ and
the ‘Welcome Team’ members also supported the event.
Student volunteers were recruited and were given the
responsibility of acting as ‘Student journalists’. The student
journalists interviewed the attendees including the keynote
speakers, workshop presenters, participants and delegates,
to know their views and opinion and get a feedback on
the conference and its happenings. The student journalists
reported that the MECIT (ICT) conference was getting
good recognition and the response from participants was
also encouraging. MECIT students and students from other
colleges were also appreciative of this event.

Student Journalists
Abdul Malik Al Kharusi
Khalid Al Harthy
Badar Murad Al Mullahi
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During an interview session with Prof. Ian Marshall,
conducted by some MECIT student journalists, he was
asked to advise on how to encourage students to opt
for gaming as a specialization or a programme provided
at MECIT. Prof Ian had a message for students studying
games technology and the message was: “Most students
are in doubt about opting for Games technology. They
might like playing games but may have no idea about
how these games are created. It’s not something that
I will say to everyone. It’s for those who want to face
technical challenges, want to solve problems and want
to be involved in an entertainment industry because
a company involved in this field wants only the best
programmers, best artists, best audio people etc. So
it’s a field for someone who is willing to be unique and
creative”.
The student journalists also interviewed the keynote
speaker Prof Rajkumar Buyya, who talked about Cloud
Computing and said that there was an interest from
MECIT itself to build a cloud facility for education and
research. Perhaps it would be the beginning. In this gulf
there was scope for growth. Tariq Al Barwani was also
interviewed by the MECIT journalist team. In his paper, he
presented the impact of ICT and different opportunities
available in Oman. In his interview he said that there were
different possibilities and abilities available today, so one
could do a lot and the knowledgeoman.com had been
created to show the society that there are people who
are talented. As he said in his message: “If I can do it, you
can do it better”.
Mr Kalim Salim, Programme Manager, Bank Muscat said
that the objective of the technology that had been
installed in Bank Muscat’s new headquarters, was to
develop an infrastructure that enhanced collaboration,
communication and connection to avoid the delay
in conveying information. According to him, at Bank
Muscat time is considered as important as money, so it is
important to ensure that there is smooth communication
all around the four blocks in the new premises, to speed
up all the work. He informed that he had conducted a
workshop on the application of ICT at the Bank Muscat
new building also.
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In the words of a student from Waljat College, who was
also a delegate at the conference, “The conference was
an amazing event for us as students, bringing all the
knowledge and researchers together in one place! We
were really passionate about attending the sessions”.
“It was a chance for students to know the application
of ICT in Oman. They might be aware of IT but this
conference has given them the opportunity to know
the application of ICT and its different aspects and how
it helps in different fields”, said Nouman Mohamed Al
Monthri, HR Information Systems Manager, Ministry of
Civil Service, Sultanate of Oman.
The team of student journalists also interviewed some
participants and students and asked them to give their
opinion on the conference. They were all very satisfied
with the manner in which the conference was organised
and all the facilities provided. The conference was a
unique event for MECIT as it brought together people
from various sectors, different countries and a range of
levels of knowledge to contribute to this event.
In the valedictory session, organised at the end of the
second day, all the session chairs briefed the attendees
on the happenings and main findings of the academic
research papers. As a lot of effort had been put across by
the members of the MECIT family to bring success to this
great event, all staff members and student volunteers
were presented with certificates of appreciation by the
Conference Convener, Ms Kakul Agha at the end of the
conference.

STUDENT JOURNALISTS

Maryam Al Abadi

Najla Al Harthy
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THE DRIVING HERE IS DRIVING ME CRAZY
Yunus Muliyar

A group of us have been toying with the idea of writing on the lines of the theme of the present issue of Dhow for
long. Over the last couple of years we have lost many precious lives to road accidents. Not very far from the MECIT
campus there’s a deadly turn that has witnessed few fatal accidents in a short span of time. As I approach that turn,
I go back in time and recall the helpless cries and last minute gestures of a body about to be relieved of its soul.
Trust me, I feel a lump in my throat and my spirits droop to abysmally low levels. With so much pain filled thoughts,
I maneuver the turn to see a car zip past at the speed of light in the opposite direction and the next instant I hear a
huge sound “THUD”. I can’t muster enough courage to look back.
Driving deserves undivided attention at all times. This is an attempt to showcase the importance of safe driving and
a reminder of how serious a commitment driving is from an Islamic perspective. The next time you take command
of a driving wheel remember to ponder over these important points.
‘Amaanah’ and the importance of safeguarding it, is central to Islamic ideology. ‘Amaanah’ is a broader concept of
trust and in the present world scenario people don’t take ‘Amaanah’ or the responsibility in the manner it should
be taken. Many of us sideline ‘Amaanah’ to our convenience and don’t provide it the priority it deserves. People
consider ‘Amaanah’ in a very limited sense. In Islam, ‘Amaanah’ has very extensive and unlimited meaning. Prophet
Muhammad (pbuh) always reminded people during his sermon that one who does not safeguard his ‘Amaanah’ has
no faith and a person who does not keep his promises is not a true follower.
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So much has been said about ‘Amaanah’(trusteeship) in Islam that it was extremely difficult to identify all
the salient excerpts relating to our topic. The day you decide to get behind the steering wheel, you become
“trustee” of an important affair, i.e. driving and you naturally assume custodianship of the following:
1) Your co-passengers and your vehicle
2) Pedestrians on the road
3) Other vehicles and their passengers
This being the level of responsibility attached to driving, it is absolutely mandatory that you observe
extreme caution to ensure the safety of each and every stakeholder involved in the process of driving. You
definitely don’t want your driving to speak against you on the Day of Judgment.
What steps do you need to take?
1) Wear your seat belt and insist on others wearing it.
2) Stop using the mobile phone while driving.
3) Respect the signals and all forms of road signs.
4) Do not over speed.
Surah Nisa (Verse 59: Chapter of the Holy Quran) clearly asks believers to obey the Messenger and those
charged with authority amongst you. Thus it becomes incumbent upon every believer to follow the rules
set by the authority when it comes to traffic in this context.
Surah Al Baqarah (Verse 195) says – “… And spend of your substance in the cause of God, and make not
your own hands Contribute to (your) destruction; But do good; For God loveth those who do good.”
5) Approach zebra crossing with care and caution.
6) Help pedestrians cross the road.
7) Be conscious and constantly remind yourself of the responsibilities of driving.
8) Maintain your vehicle with regular servicing.
The world around us is fast and furious. However, many of us fail to remember that such environments
are either virtual (the umpteen number of games available on PSPs or X boxes) or they have arrangements
that are sufficiently adequate to handle the worst of accidents (Formula 1, Indy car, Moto grand prix etc).
On the contrary, while on the road, we are wholly and solely responsible for our actions because we
are dealing with real lives and real people who are our entrusted ‘Amaanah’. In spite of this you can still
continue to be a ‘daredevil’ or a speed maniac, but be forewarned of what is waiting for you.
To sum up, driving is a responsibility and you must commit yourself to it only if you understand the
seriousness of this responsibility. Do not drive on the road with an intention of breaking records, to race
with other cars or intimidate other drivers. Instead, drive with humility, patience and a consideration for
others, even those who want to go ahead of you. Drive with utmost care and caution, for driving can affect
your life here and hereafter!
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A Miraculous Escape
Samia Naqvi

A picture recently published along with some horrifying statistics
of the rate of accidents in Times of Oman by Royal Oman Police
took me by surprise. The picture had my veins flooded with
adrenaline as I was reminded of the miraculous escape I had
two years back from almost certain death. On closer observation
I noticed that it was the picture of my previous car in a flipped
position and the caption read, ‘photo only for illustrative purposes’.
It was my usual drive from home to college and I was driving at
the specified speed limit of 100 km per hr at the Qurum heights,
thinking and planning the activities scheduled for the day. Suddenly
there was a jerk and to my horror the breaks didn’t seem to work.
Within seconds the car was out of control, moving eccentrically
towards left and right. Then it swirled, banged and broke the side
railing of the road resulting in a rollover. I did not know that it
was the greatest miracle I ever witnessed until the ordeal ended.
I crawled out of the window and gazed at the ruins of my car in
a state of trance. The spectators looked at me in awe, specially
a grass cutter who had run away finding the uncontrollable car
moving in his direction and leaving his machine which was now
stuck to the car.
Till date I do not know whether it was a hydraulic failure or a
deflated tyre that led to the accident. I kept wondering what could
happen to a car which was just a year and six days old. I don’t have
reasons to call it anything other than God’s miracle, since I came
out of the window without a single scratch. I did have a muscle
tear though and for that I had to suffer back ache for a long time.
That was indeed a very narrow escape, an escape I shall never
forget but therein lies a great lesson for all my fellow drivers. I was
lucky to have escaped the disastrous consequences but lady luck
doesn’t happen to smile always. Since it was a blessed day and I
religiously tie the seatbelt, I was saved despite all the somersaults.
I thank the Almighty for his blessings. I’m also truly grateful to the
ROP officials who not only appeared at the accident sight within
minutes but also ensured I was in safe hands after all the necessary
medical examinations in Khoula hospital. Though I hardly had
any serious injuries, the paramedics faithfully performed their
duties in the ambulance. Even during the proceedings of various
accident related formalities, the officials were very cooperative
with utterances of ‘salamat’ from all corners.
I advise all my friends to tie their seatbelts, keep to the specified
speed limits, adhere to traffic rules and check their vehicles before
starting the journey.
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Road Safety for Students @ MECIT
Kakul Agha

Road crashes in Oman involve sudden loss, untold suffering and financial hardships, and they change the lives of people
forever. Safe personal travel should be a key feature of modern society but unless road tragedy personally touches us or
our loved ones, we sometimes don’t reflect on how big a problem it is not only for an individual but also for the society.
The Royal Oman Police’s (ROP) reports of the road toll, graphic advertisements and messages we receive every day often
don’t prompt us to think past our own contribution to road safety as a driver. And this contribution is vital – but it doesn’t
end there.
Avoiding road trauma is a shared responsibility between road users, vehicle manufacturers and all levels of government.
We need safer drivers in safer vehicles on safer roads. The challenge is to move our thinking from ‘ways to simply limit
the number of deaths on our roads’ to how we can create a genuinely safe road system, in which improving the safety of
drivers, vehicles and roads is of mutual importance. A road system where we have 5-star drivers, in 5-star cars on 5-star
roads should involve no deaths.
Accordingly, the most popular strategies for reducing road crash deaths and injuries involve more driver education and
training, and cracking down on aggressive and speeding drivers. Improving the safety of roads is the single most significant
achievable factor in reducing road trauma. We don’t need to wait for someone to die before something is done to make
a road safe.
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As an educational institutional we can adopt strategies that support Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) to
help benefit the society. They could be:
Education: Teacher led education through DVD; CD-ROM; video; play scripts; verses; news items; and other
sources can be helpful.
Presentations: Allows the young students to understand ‘personal risk’ and their responsibility towards safety,
through discussions about speed, wearing seat belts and learning to drive.
Drama Club: Drama / play scripts containing road safety themes for college students motivates them to
participate and involve themselves to learn and demonstrate the importance of safety on the road, to their
fellow students.
Road Show through College Clubs: These could target young minds to understand and spread awareness
on the importance of road safety.
Annual Traffic Safety Awareness Week: Students can organise traffic safety awareness week on an annual
basis to support the cause of road safety and link to the national vision of a safe country.
Hence as a responsible institution in the Sultanate, we need to play a key role in creating awareness and enhancing understanding of the road safety systems amongst young drivers.
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ROAD SAFETY
The Dhow Team

This is what they had to say:
Suad Al Shuhaimi
Student Success Centre
“I believe that road safety is not just a set of rules, or a set of behavior and responses;
it is a culture and a crucial value to be adhered to. People are just not following a
number of these rules thus resulting in a lot of casualties on the road. To me, this is
simply because safety on the road is not treated as a value, but just considered a behaviour pattern to be followed!”

VOICES

Since there is a growing number of deaths and injuries resulting from road accidents
in Oman, road safety measures, regulations and violations have been a topic of discussion for many years now. The Royal Oman Police has taken several appropriate
measures to make people aware of the importance of abiding by traffic rules and
avoiding sad and life- threatening incidents. For this issue, the Dhow team threw open
this topic to MECIT staff and students to know what they think about the importance
of road safety. A forum for discussion was created on MOODLE. All were requested to
express their views on the dangerous repercussions of ignoring road safety rules and
measures. The question put to them was: “Why we need to be safe on the road and
what are the dangerous repercussions of ignoring road safety measures”.

2
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Horiya Saleh Khalfan Al Lamki
Student
“Road safety is one of the nation’s most serious public issues. It has an impact on everyone, whether you drive,
walk or cycle. We should take care of ourselves and respect the safety of others on the road. I think every year
more than 1.17 million people die in road crashes around the world. Roads and vehicles are an everyday part
of life for all of us. Either as a driver, a passenger, or a pedestrian, we all have to face the road traffic environment on a daily basis.
Children especially are vulnerable around vehicles and roads due to their size and capabilities. In my opinion,
it is important to properly equip your car with appropriate child restraints to keep the children safe. Every
time you make a trip in a vehicle, ensure your child is properly restrained and protected.”
Jitendra Pandey
Faculty
“Road safety is just another responsibility of every individual towards himself, his family and the society. Ignorance of road safety measures will not only affect him but it can majorly affect many other people, whom
he might not even know. There are so many cases of road accidents happening around us almost daily. We
find that even if it is a very minor road accident, the traffic is affected and we find hundreds of cars forced to
move like turtles on the road. Some people may have to rush for some important meeting, some may have
an appointment with the doctor or others may have a business presentation. Whatsoever be the reason, they
are indirectly affected just because of the carelessness and irresponsible behaviour of some people. And if it
is a serious accident then of course the lives of people involved are also at stake.
There are some very common do’s and don’ts, as regards safety measures, to be followed on the road, but
some of us just ignore them for one or the other reason. I will share a very interesting example here; incidentally, I once met someone who was not willing to wear her seatbelt just because she felt that it would wrinkle
her dress. Then there are some people for whom driving is like sitting in their guest room. They use their
GSM’s while driving, as if they were lying on the couch in their sitting room and relaxing.
It appears a very simple thing to some people when they commit such mistakes, but when the same thing
results in a disaster they don’t miss the chance of blaming the other driver who is involved in the accident.
I would appeal to everyone to please follow the rules and make life peaceful for yourself and for the people
around you.”
Dr. Peter Conroy
Assistant Dean, Foundation Programme
“I think Mr. Pandey has addressed the first part of the question, i.e. out of consideration for ourselves, our
families and society, we need take due diligence while driving. However, in order to address the second part
of the question, some comparative statistics from a country with a similar population to Oman may be helpful. For instance, in 2008
there were 0.57 deaths on Ireland’s roads per 100 million Vehicle Kilometres Travelled (VKTs). This translated
into 279 road deaths in that year (International Road Safety Comparisons 2009, Nov. 2010).
Meanwhile, Oman had 148 deaths per 100 million VKTs a decade ago and this has fallen to just under 100
today (Royal Oman Police website, March 2011). This one-third decrease in deaths in a decade is impressive,
but the 175-fold number of deaths on the road in Oman in comparison with Ireland is a shocking reminder
of the repercussions of ignoring road safety measures.”
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Abdul Munim Mohammed Al Amin
Student
“I wish everybody would be conscious on the road to save his/ her life and that of others. As we all know, in
the recent past, many accidents have involved our colleagues at MECIT and resulted in fatalities. God save all
MECIT students and staff.”
Zainab Al-Shidhani (08F3994)
Student
“Everyone should practise road safety measures to prevent accidents which can lead to serious injuries and
wounds to humans and losses to the country’s property. It is our duty to protect the country’s properties
from being damaged and respect human life.”
Meganathan Ramaswamy
Faculty
“Most of the accidents happen because drivers are not attentive while driving and happen to pay more
attention to their cell phones than to the road signs on the road. When one has been driving on the same
route over and over again, one becomes pretty mechanical, and gives a lot less conscious thought to what is
around. But all it takes is one split second of his/her distracted attention to make that everyday drive the last
thing he/she will ever go on, in this world.
ROP laws prohibit cell phone use while driving, but most of the drivers are sending text messages or talking
on the phone while driving. That one split second that he takes his eyes off the road, and tries to press the
“send” button on his phone while texting, is enough to kill him, everybody in his car, and everybody in the
other car, which he collides into. Is that text message really so important? If it is, then pull over.
My suggestion to avoid accidents, create awareness and impart knowledge in educational institutions about
a healthy traffic environment by making it an essential part of the curriculum.”
Khalil Ali Hamed Al Saeghi
Student
“Road safety measures are important because everything in our life should be managed by something called
RULES or LAW. According to me, the rule here is: control the steering wheel as if it is the steering wheel of life.
If you follow this rule, you will be able to drive safely and save other people’s lives also.
For example; if you are always using your cell phone when you drive, you may cause an accident because
your attention is with the phone. If you are occupied with the cell phone all the time, you are likely to miss the
place where you wanted to arrive. So it’s better to remember not to call until you arrive. Another important
thing: Take care for speed is a killer!”
Manju Redappa
Faculty
“The rate of traffic accidents is high in Oman. It is mainly because people don’t follow the traffic rules. It’s sad
to know that large number of people die in car accidents. I would say life is short, so don’t make it shorter.
Drive safe and save lives.”
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Kakul Agha
Faculty
“It is important to read useful and helpful information on road safety, think of strategies of driving safely on the
roads, and of course avoid the use of cell phone while driving. I visited the website, www.salimandsalimah.org
and found it interesting. Hope you will also benefit from it. Drive safe and stay safe!”
Ahmed Al-Zadjali
Faculty
“Road Safety is very important because many innocent lives have been lost in the past, due to speeding or sleepy
and irresponsible drivers. After the accidents, these drivers (if they survived the accidents) would surely have led
very traumatic and remorseful lives due to their careless actions. They may have even lost their loved ones in the
accidents.
We have to urge students to be careful on the road and to drive carefully. It is a fundamental truth that speeding
kills. So the thing to remember is ALWAYS BE CAUTIOUS ON THE ROADS.”
Prakash Kumar
Faculty
Everyone among us knows the basic causes for road accidents and required measures to be taken to overcome
them but we ignore it till something fatal happens. Need of the hour is to follow the road safety rules strictly
without compromising, diluting or violating.
Begin the road safety drive with one, two or three simple self resolutions and strictly follow them for few days…,
then few weeks…., then few months…, then for few years..., of course forever.
For example
Resolution 1 : I will start for my destination well in time. (Time shortage… makes you drive in tension).
Resolution 2 : I promise not to use my mobile, however important the call may be. (Who knows.., it may be the
last call of my life).
Resolution 3 : In any situation, I will not drive my vehicle at a speed more than the specified limit for that particular
road. (Speed thrills…It kills as well).
Anjum
Faculty
Worldwide Motor vehicle collisions lead to significant number of deaths and disabilities as well as significant
financial loss to both society and the individual. Road accidents don’t happen, they are created. According to a
survey it has been found that 57% of crashes were due solely to driver factors, 27% to combined roadway and
driver factors, 6% to combined vehicle and driver factors, 3% solely to roadway factors, 3% to combined roadway,
driver, and vehicle factors, 2% solely to vehicle factors and 1% to combined roadway and vehicle factors.
Whatever may be the factors leading to a road crash, the implications are horrendous, dreadful and shocking.
History reveals that road accidents have devastated and destroyed families, traumatized individuals and created
loss of precious human lives.
I appeal to all individuals to adhere to road safety rules strictly and stop the use of cell phones during driving.
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Surya Prakash Arunachalam (09F4925)
Business Communication Student
“There is nothing more valuable than a HUMAN life on this planet Earth. Being HUMAN is a gift from God. We
only have the right to live. We do not have the right to end our or anybody else’s life. That rests only in the
hands of the Almighty. Dying unnecessarily, before one’s time, in road accidents, is ridiculous. We have to put
an end to this. We have to protect ourselves and others, take immense safety and precautionary measures on
the road and be ‘careful, not careless’ drivers. Life once lost can never be gained back. This is a must discuss
topic on a daily basis.”
Nasiba Yousuf Mohamed Al Wahaibi
Student
“My Grandfather once said to my mom, “On the road, always think that everyone is insane and you’re the only
sane person.” I agree.”
Salah Abdullah Ghulam Al Bulushi
Student
“We are students and sometimes we wake up late in the morning. That’s bad, yes, but driving insanely fast to
get to the college is even worse.
The first thing a normal person should think is his safety, especially on the roads. “
Deepali Bhatnagar
Faculty
Driving safely and sanely is a behaviour that can be learnt and cultivated and should become a way of life!
Everyone who uses the road needs to be careful while driving and needs to be considerate about others also
using that same road. After all everyone has a right to be safe!
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FRENCH FASHION

SPACE

Amit Chotrani
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On 11 Decemder 2010, I got the opportunity to visit the FrenchOman museum where there was an exihibition of French wedding
gowns. Wedding gowns from past 200 years were on display. From
the moment I entered the exhibition, I felt like I was walking through
a dream. I saw an amazing Jean Charles De Castelbajak’s cotton and
tulle white gown created in 2000. Inside was a gown with bustle
back and the most intresting thing was the bridal corset made of
satin and supported by whale bones with lace opening in the front.
There was a hand crafted folding
fan from the year 1898, which was also part of
the wedding trousseau. Folding fans had become
fashionable in France during late 19th century due to
the influence of “Japonisme”.
The dresses were like a dream for a person like me,
with lots of ruches, ruffles, cascades, gathers, busle
backs, soft as well as crisp drapes, layers and lots of
layers of luxurious fabrics specially silk tulle, teffetas,
and crepe de chines along with crinolines and corsets.
Every dress was as beautiful as a dream that too in
a true Couture way.;very impeccable and extremely
expensive.
Then there were some really eye popping creations
from the likes of Paul Poiret, Rochas , John Galliano,
Chanel, Paco Rabanne,YSL, Cristian Lacroix, Guy
Laroche and Jean Paul Gautier Fall/ Winter 2008-09
immortal bridal gown with crinoline veil; a master
piece, seeing which, I could not believe my own eyes
when I saw it in front of me. It was so glamourous
that I could not stop myself from posing with the
dress and getting myself clicked with that immortal
creation from Jean Paul Gautier.

A gown with a draped neck line, by Rochas from 1937 was very
interesting in terms of its draping and construction. It was like magic;
very simple yet appealing.Another gown which I really liked was from
Christian Lacroix. It was so very Lacroix style that if you saw it, you would
say it is Lacroix’s version of a bride to be in red colour. And then there
was a pair of rhineshine studded shoes from none other than Cristian
Louboutin. It was the first time that I was having a look at his shoe so
closely. That red sole and Rhineshine studded heel made me jealous of
all those women who shake a booti in their clubs. It was true glamour,
the power of Fashion movement! For me everything was very beautiful
and very well preserved and presented. “It was true glamour”, not just
the clothes ,the jewels and the shoes but even that excitement that
French Fashion can produce in you, which is like a dream. And it was like
a dream come true, to be surrounded by French wedding dresses from
the past 200 years, for more than an hour.
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STUDENT PROFILE
In this issue of The Dhow, SPACE profiles the work of a budding designer from the Department of
Creative Technologies,which offers degree and diploma courses in Fashion Technology.
ZEYANA JAHAD SALIM AL HASHMI
Fashion is not only about the ups and downs of cascading frocks’ hemlines and alienesque models
on the ramp, it is about the lifestyle, which is clearly depicted in Zeyana’s work. A Semester 7 student,
coming from a suburban town in Oman, Zeyana has the skills to use the traditional crafts in a
contemporary way and create a niche for herself. Her passion and zest to learn and apply her skills are
very much evident in her work.
As a Fashion student, Zeyana has an informed vision about Fashion. Her work is a true amalgam of
skills, knowledge and aesthetics. One thing which I particularly like about her is her curosity about
Fashion which leads her to the kind of work which is very Fashion forward and edgy with clean lines
and severity. Here she talks to us more about her work as a Fashionista.
1. Other than yourself, which designer’s work do you admire the most?
Elie Saab for his extremely glamours creations and Late Alxander McQueen for his mysterious goth
flamboyance. McQueen was a designer’s designer. I admire him for his workmanship and for his
million dollar tailored sensibilities.
2. Who is your Muse?
The Syrain acterss Sulaf Fawakherji. She is one of the most beautiful actresses around.
3. One thing which never fails to inspire you is :
Whenever I see cartoons I feel that fashion should be like that- fun and fearless. Cartoons inspire me
a lot from color to mood to silhouettes. I find them very very interesting.
4. Fashion to you is:
A cup of ice cream you eat it and forget about it.
5. Describe your work as a Fashion Designer.
My work is structured yet feminine. I enjoy the flat patternmaking. My clothes are for the kind of
woman who is traditional yet modern, who wants to wear her heart on her sleeve-traditional yet
modern , very chic, very edgy.
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6. How do you see your work fitting in the industry?
The kind of work which I do is ready to wear ; not Galleries Lafayette but definitely Saks Fifth Avenue and
Bergdorf Goodman.
7. What are your sources of Inspiration?Music , History, natural environment.
8. What is your ultimate career goal?
To study and observe more and more fashion especially about the Egyptians and to be
Oman’s answer to Calvin Klein, Donna Karen, Anna Sui and Rodarte.
9. Which of these are of most importance in work-the process or the product?
Both of them because the product depends on the process, you can’t separate them. There is no outcome
without process, elaborating without producing is sterile. The result really comes from the union of these
two , so for me both are equally important.
10. Five years down the line where do you see yourself?
Working as an independent ready to wear designer for kids and bridal wear for women. I wish to create
some red carpet looks as well.

20

4
FOUNDATION ANTI-PLAGIARISM DAY

EVENTS

Priya Mathew
The second Anti-Plagiarism Day was held on 10th April, 2011 for Foundation students studying
in the Spring 2011 Semester at the Middle East College of Information Technology. As part of
the institution’s commitment to its value system and in its quest to explore various innovative
methods to instill academic honesty, the Foundation Anti- Plagiarism day has been included in
the Foundation Programme events calendar.
Plagiarism is a rising concern in higher education institutions across the globe. Developing and
implementing stringent policy measures in isolation will not yield a solution to the problem.
These need to be integrated with awareness promoting mechanisms for the culture of academic
honesty to be ingrained in the student psyche.
The effectiveness of applying an activity-based approach as opposed to passive listening in
raising awareness about plagiarism in the Middle Eastern context was explored. The benefits
accruing from such a strategy were team work, involvement in activities that would entail
sustained engagement with the issue, the use of language skills and most important of all, a
sense of ownership for the event. Around three hundred and fifty students actively participated
in the various activities organized.
Activities included poster making, role plays, presentations and essay writing competitions. A
survey was conducted on the same day to gauge the efficacy of this particular strategy and also
to gain an insight into student perspectives on: reasons for the occurrence of plagiarism; effective
strategies to raise awareness about the issue; suggestions to avoid plagiarism and other related
issues.
Students started exploring other innovative approaches such as staging role plays. Thus the goal
of fostering creativity, which is at the core of any such strategy seeking to promote the significance
of originality, was realized. Students were encouraged to express their ideas on ways to spread
awareness of plagiarism and methods to avoid it. Students were guided by their tutors for the
first two sessions of poster making.
The Languages Centre acknowledges the students in the Foundation Programme who were the
principal participants and organizers of the event. The success of the event can be attributed
to their whole-hearted participation and enthusiasm. The department is grateful to survey
respondents for their valuable feedback on various pedagogical issues which will lead to a more
holistic approach in dealing with academic misdemeanors. Students were also encouraged by
the presence of lecturers from other departments.
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MECIT conducts Shell Career Awareness Program
Al Hussain AL Moosawi

Middle East College of Information Technology (MECIT) organized the Shell Career Awareness Program
(CAP) on the 2nd of November 2010, in the college auditorium.
With the right balance of academic and extracurricular activities MECIT is closely pursuing its vision of
‘Inspiring Creative Minds’. MECIT is an institution committed to the holistic development of students. In
addition to the thorough training received in academics, students are provided with a platform for overall
personality development with emphasis on acquiring social skills and a positive attitude towards the future.
The workshop was conducted by Mr. Musalam Rashid Mohammed Al-Khaifi, a senior consultant from Prosper
Management Consultancy. Larger objective of the workshop was to make students aware of the key skills
and competencies valued in the job market, to have a general understanding on the Career opportunities
available in the local and regional market, to learn simple self-development tools and to better the prospects
of getting a job by honing interview skills, preparing C.Vs etc.
A wide audience, including 50 MECIT students, staff and faculty representing different specializations and
departments attended the workshop.
To quote Mr. Zakariya Yahya AL Naabi, a MECIT student, “It was a great learning opportunity for me. Now, I have
a clear understanding of what the employers are looking for and am more confident of attending interviews
in the future.” He further added, “The workshop was interactive and fun to attend. I would recommend that
all students expected to graduate, should attend this workshop as it will change their way of thinking and
widen their perspective on the kind of job they can opt for”.

Special thanks to

Abdul Wahed

Student Photographer

Special thanks to

Basma Al Wahaibi

Student Photographer
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MECIT’s International Conference on Applied ICT

Orphan’s Day

Maths & Science Gathering

Graduation Ceremony 2011

Charity Market

Anti-Plagiarism Day

BUSINESS SOCIETY’S EXPERIENCE IN TEAMWORK
Samia Al Hadi

Teamwork has been implemented in many organisations in Oman. Nowadays, business mostly relies
on teams as its the perfect method to enhance the quality and efficiency of work. Unfortunately,
majority of the students are not aware of the value of teamwork. This is because some of them do not
always go through the experience of teamwork with a positive approach. On the other hand, some
others are unable to recognize that teamwork is considered as the main contributing factor to effective
performance.
For some of the above reasons, the Business Society decided to organize a visit for the students to one
of the organisations in Oman. The purpose of this visit was to explore the concept of teamwork and
how it is applied in the organisations in Oman. It was anticipated that this visit may help the students
to learn and relate what they see of the teamwork among employees of the organisation to what they
are learning about teamwork as part of their studies. Students need to be aware of these concepts,
especially in group assessments and in group activities in different clubs in the college. Learning to work
as a team is likely to be of help to them in their future careers as well as social activities. Five students
from Business Society got the opportunity to visit Ericson, which is an established organisation in
Oman. The names of the students are Zahir Khalfan Saif Al Kemyani, Lubna Yaqoob Ayoub Al Hadidi,
Mohannad Ali Mohammed Al Flaiti, Safa Salim Abdullah Al Hadidi and Abdul Rahman Muslem Sulaiyam
Al Hajri.

VISIT TO ERICSON

Zahir Khalfan Saif Al Kemyani
Five Students from the Business Society at MECIT got the opportunity to visit Ericsson Oman LLC
Company on 22 November, 2010. The aim of this visit was to explore the concept and efficiency of
teamwork in the workplace. An interview was conducted with Ms.Wajeeda Al Hoti, Site Engineer
responsible for Omantel Projects and Contracts and Mr. Ghaith Al-Darmaki who is working as a Service
Delivery Manager.
I was a part of the group from MECIT and after greeting the officials and introducing ourselves, we put
some questions to the interviewees. In this article, I would like to share what we learnt and gained from
our visit to Ericson.
We were informed that at Ericson, the organisation is built on groups or teams and each such group or
team is formed of individuals who are employed at Ericson. So each group is a part of the organisation
and each individual is a part of a group. Therefore the work is shared and distributed equally and
effectively. Also, it was mentioned that the core value of commitment is respected among all group
members and working towards one clear target or goal, which meets the same effort from each one,
is the aim of each employee.
Regarding the decisions which are made through teamwork, usually the employees share their
knowledge and ideas and reach a point where everyone is in agreement so that the right decisions can
be taken. Then tasks are assigned to the employees according to their specialization and experience.
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We were told that to evaluate the result of the work, there is a certain sequence for assessment. Mainly,
the employees use the KPI which stands for Key Performance Indicator and it is used in both internal and
external evaluation. Internal evaluation is usually done to evaluate their performance, projects, financial
areas etc. whereas the external evaluation is carried out through customer surveys and feedback.
In conflict situations, mostly they try to motivate the members towards a better performance so that they
can familiarize themselves and deal with each other with respect and have good communication skills.
Finally, we learnt that the performance on a task which is completed by a team, is much better and faster
than that done by individuals. We also learnt that teamwork can only be promoted by adopting traits such
as active leadership, having a goal and setting clear targets that need to be accomplished, distributing
responsibility in a proper manner, having recurrent meetings, and charting out schedules with agenda
points.

Workshop on “Interview Skills and Effective CV writing “
Al Hussain AL Moosawi
The placement and Industry Relations Unit (PIRU) at MECIT had invited Ray Precision Engineering (RPE) a
design, development and manufacturing industrial machines company, to conduct a workshop for the
expected to graduate students on “Interview skills and effective CV writing “.
Mr. Salim Al-Mahrooqi, Technical Director at RPE, conducted this workshop. It was conducted on 22
December 2010 in the college campus. The presenter talked to the students about the things they needed
to include in their CVs and those that they should avoid while writing their resumes. He also gave them
tips on how to prepare for an interview to increase the chances of passing successfully.
The workshop helped the students to understand the requirements of the employers and how to satisfy
the demands and requirements for the job. The students thanked PIRU for inviting Mr. Salim Al-Mahrooqi
for this informative and useful workshop and requested that more such events be organized by the college
in order to help them succeed in their hunt for good jobs.
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WORK SHOP CONDUCTED BY BANK SOHAR AT MECIT
Al Hussain AL Musawi

Bank Sohar was invited by the Placement and Industry Relations Unit to conduct a workshop on “Effective CV writing
and How to pass interviews successfully” at the MECIT campus. Bank Sohar is one of the fast growing and leading
banks in the Sultanate that offers quality banking services.
The workshop was conducted by Ms. Mahira Al-Raisi, Chief Manager Manpower Planning and Recruitment and Mr.
Nabil Al-Raisi, Chief Manager Training. The workshop was organized on 9 January 2011 in the college premises.
It began with Ms. Mahira throwing light on the basics rules of writing an effective CV followed by Mr. Nabil, who
focused on the techniques of preparing for an interview. The workshop was well illustrated with several examples of
poor and excellent CVs that were shown to the students and a focus on the “Do’s and Don’ts” in an interview.
Ms. Aisha Al-Abri, a student from MECIT said, “It was a good learning opportunity for me. I have understood the
requirements of future employers and I am ready to attend an interview.” She also added, “The workshop was very
interactive and enjoyable. I would recommend that all students who are expected to graduate must attend these
kinds of workshops as it will make them more confident in applying for jobs”.

English Hour Attracts Students
Fatma Al Amri

The Languages Centre at MECIT holds English Hour for Foundation and Semester students once a week. This weekly
session aims at involving students in an informal gathering with their teachers, where they can socialize and practice
their English Language. The Languages Centre teachers have set a plan for the English Hour so that each session
has a debate topic for students to express themselves and share their ideas with their teachers and colleagues. In
addition, there is a variety of other activities such as word games, puzzles, tongue twisters and idioms, through which
students learn and enjoy their time using English.
The English Hour has attracted a good number of students from both Foundation and Semester classes and
encouraged them to participate as presenters and actors during the session. Earlier, some students from the English
Club had taken the responsibility for handling a special session of the English Hour to celebrate the 40th anniversary
of the Sultanate. Every semester, the English Hour is conducted once a week, for one hour in Room No. 009. All are
welcome!
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Foundation students attend Drama Workshop at SQU
Fatma Al Aamri

A group of Foundation Level 3 students from MECIT, taking the Public Speaking course, recently visited Sultan
Qaboos University on a trip aimed at enhancing the learning process and exposing the students to different learning
environments. They attended the Drama workshop conducted by the English and Translation Society at SQU. The
focus of the workshop was the recent Oscars. The discussion session was conducted in a light, spontaneous and
informative manner. There was a range of activities during the session like discussions, role plays and drama wheel.
MECIT students presented several role plays which were applauded by the audience. They enjoyed the trip a lot
and benefitted from it. MECIT students were invited to attend the forthcoming activities to be organized by the
English and Translation Society at SQU, later in the year.

MECIT HOSTS THE FIRST WEBPRENEUR CAMP IN OMAN
Suad Al Shuhaimi

Coming for the first time to Oman, on January 27, 2011, Amir Anzur, a leader in the online entrepreneurship,
conducted the first Oman Webpreneur Camp at MECIT. The camp was organized by Suad Al Shuhaimi and Tariq Al
Bahlouli, the regional representatives of Webpreneur University .Webpreneur University is owned by the non-profit
“Webpreneur Foundation” which aims at spreading entrepreneurship and education throughout the world. All
profits are reinvested into ventures that help spread education and entrepreneurship through innovation and the
Internet. Tariq stated that “the modern economy is significantly based on technologies and it is our duty to look for
creative, beneficial and new ways to serve our dear Oman, and humbly participate in its development.”
The trainer, Amir Anzur, has over a decade of experience in the Internet world with several online businesses in
the US, Europe and now the Middle East. Amir is passionate about teaching people on how the Internet is helping
people create wealth. He has worked with many leading organisations of the world including Google, Samsung, X
box and Government of Dubai, to improve their marketing strategies.
The camp was supported by the Information Technology Authority, www.knowledgeoman.com, www.myomaninfo.
com, Pizza Muscat and above all MECIT. According to Mr.Harith Al Jahwari, Planning and Corporate Affairs, MECIT,
“MECIT has always supported youth initiatives and backed
inspiring personal development programs and we
think that hosting such seminars and workshops will be
beneficial to sharpening students’ entrepreneurial skills”
The Webpreneur Camp aims to teach people working in
different fields about online entrepreneurship and targets
professionals, experts and talented students from many
sectors.
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NEWS ROUNDUP
LECTURE ON ROAD SAFETY MEASURES

In pursuance of providing guidelines to students on Road Safety,
a lecture was organized at MECIT on March 15, 2011.Mr. Asad
Al Mahrooqi from Oman Youth Ambassadors for Road Safety,
delivered the lecture to a group of students, in the college
premises.

BLOOD DONATION CAMPAIGN

A blood donation camp was organised at MECIT on March 14
& 15, 2011. There was an increase in the number of donors as
compared to earlier camps. Records indicate that since the year
2004, when only 50 donors were recorded, the number has
gone up 157 this year.

MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATIONS AT
MECIT

Mother’s Day, a day dedicated to all mothers and
celebrated in this part of the world on 21 March 2011,
was celebrated at MECIT with great fervour. Students
showed great enthusiasm participating on this day
to express their love, respect and devotion for their
mothers. They exhibited their talent and creativity by
making beautiful greeting cards and presentations with
different materials and displaying them in the college.

MECIT HOSTS CHARITY MARKET

A charity market was hosted by MECIT at Al Sahwa Garden on
23 & 24 March, 2011. The profits earned in this event are to be
used for the welfare of orphans on Arab Orphan Day which is
organised by MECIT every year.
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3rd HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

The 3rd Higher Education Institutions Football Championship
organized by MECIT, in association with Oman Committee for
University Sports, kicked off on March26, 2011. Matches were
played between various teams from higher education institutions
in Oman, at the PEIE grounds, Al Rusayl. The tournament concluded
on 25 April, 2011.
MECIT’s team played all the games well, defeating Caledonian
College in the semi-finals, to reach the finals. The finals were played
between SQU and MECIT. Both the teams put up a wonderful
show, the winner being decided in penalties. Though SQU walked
away with the trophy, our boys did play very well. Keep it up boys.
Wish you better luck next time!

ORPHAN’S DAY AT MECIT
Another important annual event at MECIT, the Orphan’s
Day was celebrated on April 9, 2011. HH Sayyida Alia Bint
Thuwaini Al Said was the chief guest on this occasion.
The programme was a great success consisting of lots of
fun activities for the children who participated.

FIRST ICT CONFERENCE HOSTED BY MECIT

MECIT hosted its first International Conference on Applied Information Communications
Technology on the 22 & 23 March 2011. The two day conference aimed to provide a forum
to explore, understand and exchange approaches for successfully harnessing the potential of
applied ICT through 39 paper presentations and 14 demonstration workshops.
The conference programme was so designed that the keynote address and special address
were stand-alone activities and were organized in the auditorium. The auditorium was jam
packed with, delegates participants, faculty members and students. On the whole it was a
successful event and an experience worth having!
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ANTI-PLAGIARISM DAY

The Foundation Anti-Plagiarism Day was conducted on April 10, 2011 in the Sports
Hall at the Facilities Centre at MECIT. Students from Foundation Level 2 and 3, with
support from the Languages Centre, joined together to create and display posters
and express themselves through role-plays, focusing on the issue of plagiarism.
There was a talk on Anti-Plagiarism by Mr. Adil Al Tobi and Ms Lara Arafat, faculty
members from the Languages Centre. The selection for the best poster display was
done through voting by the staff and students and a trophy was awarded by the
Languages Centre to the student group with the best display and meaningful poster
presentation. This time the trophy was bagged by FND Level 2 I. Certificates were
also awarded to the students who participated in Essay writing and other activities
like role-play.

MECITIAN WINS 2nd PRIZE IN SQU FILM COMPETITION

Khadija Salim Al Sulaimi, a student at MECIT, won the second prize for her film titled “Master Pieces of Oman”, a
documentary on the Muttrah Souq. The competition was organized by Sultan Qaboos University. Khadija has
made all MECITians proud of her achievement!

MATH AND SCIENCE GATHERING AT MECIT

The Math and Science Club organized a Math and Science gathering, titled “The Universe” on April 16 and 17, 2011,
in the Sports Hall and auditorium at the MECIT campus. Students from different colleges and schools participated
in this event. The programme included lectures, mathematical quizzes, puzzles and games and film shows for the
students.
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MECIT’S ANNUAL GRADUATION CEREMONY 2011

The fifth annual graduation ceremony of the college was held on Monday, April 11, 2011, at the Oman
Auditorium, Al Bustan Palace Hotel. It was conducted under the auspices of Prof. Madeline Atkins,
Vice Chancellor, Coventry University, United Kingdom, who also headed the delegation from Coventry,
MECIT’s partner university. Other dignitaries from the region and abroad graced the occasion with their
benign presence. Proud parents of the graduating students saw the efforts of their wards bear fruit as
they witnessed the solemn ceremony on this memorable day.
This year, at the undergraduate level, 327 students were awarded the Bachelor Awards (100), Advanced
Diploma (7) and Diploma awards (220) in 12 specializations. At the Post Graduate level, 19 students
received the PG Awards for M.B.A. (I.T.). The PG Certificate awards were also given to 9 successful
candidates, all MECIT faculty members who had opted for the course.
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FEATURES

Peer-Tutoring/Mentoring – Pains and Gains
- Nandita Ganesh
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Peer-tutoring programme organised by the Student Success Centre (SSC), is an
additional learning support available to MECIT students. The mission of peer – tutoring
programme is “to help fellow students enhance their understanding of learnt concepts
empowering them to progress academically. By facilitating learning in a relaxed and
informal atmosphere, the individual and group – tutoring sessions will help improve their
confidence and enhance their ability to learn independently.”
Different forms of peer-tutoring available
Class-wide peer-tutoring - Students of the same class are divided into small groups. Tasks
given by the teacher are taken up by each group. Every member of the group gets a
chance to be the tutor of the group. The teacher facilitates and monitors the work of
each group. Though this type of group work is started in-class; work, however, can be
continued out of class as well. It can be used for solving exercises, for summarising a
taught topic and for discussion/analysis.
Cross-Age peer-tutoring - Cross-age peer-tutors are students from higher semesters who
in coordination with the module leader/teacher can help students in lower semesters in
understanding the taught concepts in a better way. They also serve the role of a mentor.
The tutors/mentors not only guide and motivate their peers, but also share the knowledge
and experiences of their student-life, thus becoming role-models to their peers.
Scheduled cross-age peer-tutoring is organised by the SSC to support students wishing to
receive help with their courses outside the classroom environment. For the UG program,
weekly one session for two hours per module is offered for 10 weeks in a semester,
starting from week 3. If required additional hours are arranged through mutual agreement
between tutors and tutees. Apart from these scheduled peer- tutoring sessions, studygroups are arranged for students who request for additional help in any other module.
Cross-Age peer-tutoring (in-class and out-of class) commenced at the Foundation
Level this year (2011). Teachers identify and refer students who need additional help in
Foundation English and Math for scheduled out-of class peer-tutoring sessions as well.
Approach followed
Peer-tutoring follows the Keller Method of personalised system of instruction. The module
leader/teacher is responsible for selecting the study material, for assisting tutors with
the mode of presenting this material, for constructing assessments and for monitoring
students’ progress. The tutors execute the tasks set by the teachers, assess students on
tasks, provide feedback to tutees, record details of task completion and report feedback
to module leader/teacher.

Gains of Peer-tutoring programme
The peer-tutors are short-listed and approved by the module teachers. The peer-tutors are committed and dedicated
in their efforts to help their peers. Analysis of peer-tutors’ feedback for Fall 2010, emphasises that peer-tutoring is a
win-win situation. More than 90 % of the tutors agreed that they were able to improve on their time-management,
self-confidence, communication and inter-personal skills. 100% of tutors agreed that they were able to improve their
knowledge in the module by teaching it to their peers. The tutees who regularly attended peer-tutoring sessions
scored better grades in those modules. They also improved their self-confidence and interest in learning.
Pains of peer-tutoring
Though multiple sessions for each module have been scheduled, peer-tutoring programme has been advertised and
announcements have been made by module teachers in classes, student attendance in these sessions is not very
encouraging. Some who do attend are irregular.
How else can peer-tutoring reach out to a wider mass of students? What more needs to be done to make peertutoring a stronger support for learning?
“By three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, by imitation, which is easiest;
and third by experience, which is the bitterest.” - Confucius
Why wait for a bitter experience of a bad result when enhanced student experience is available in the form of peertutoring...
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HRIS @ MECIT: An year of achievement!
Rekha Renjith
One Small Step…
HRIS@MECIT- A culmination of a creative effort of Support Services and Information Systems
Unit has just completed one year and celebrated its first anniversary. It has been a rewarding
and learning experience, familiarizing the concept ourselves and educating the staff on the
use and advantages of the new system that is much simpler and more modernised. On its
implementation, we, at the Talent Management Office, had the opportunity to realize and
revisit our limitations and recognize the scope for further improvement.
More than software, HRIS@MECIT is an indication of the management’s commitment in
establishing a learning environment, promoting oneness, and maintaining transparency
amongst staff members. It facilitates most of the HR-related transactions such as leave
applications, visa renewal requests and reminders, request for air tickets, performance appraisal
feedback meetings, requests for letters and certificates etc. It also provides access to the HR
manual, individual bio-metric attendance reports, event calendar, organisational structure,
staff orientation handbook, mentorship programme handbook, performance appraisal forms
and other HR related application forms.
Through HRIS, we have been successful in contributing to MECIT’s ideology of “Save Paper”
dictum by updating most of HR related processes online, reducing the long paper trail.
Functions that once were carried out manually and in many steps, are largely automated,
promoting greater efficiency and accuracy. Data security, Data review and Data tracking are
its other advantages. Further, the continuous demand for information gives a scope for further
enhancement to facilitate increased collection and display of information to all stakeholders.
From an employee’s point of view, HRIS assists an easy self-service access to database, where
he/she has the opportunity to be acquainted with his/her organisation, a freedom to update
his/her information in a secure environment and can control over access to his/her information
by others. HR processes become more transparent in HRIS and result in superior employee
communication.
However, we do realize “records are just moments of achievement”. HRIS@MECIT is a framework
for high expectation and we do recognize that we have a long way to go, to reach perfection.
As part of a growing organisation, the Support Services is aware of its potential for a bigger
achievement in a larger scenario.
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Late Night Football at MECIT
Dr. Peter Conroy
I went with my son to the second of MECIT’s first round football games on April 3rd. MECIT
were playing against Rustaq in the Higher Education Institutions’ Football Championship.
It was very warm in the stands at the PEIE ground, but there was a good friendly atmosphere
among the relatively small crowd. The first match started late, around 10.30pm. There was
some delay in getting started, as one of the teams had arrived late. Nevertheless, this delay
in proceedings did not deter the good humoured crowd, and more importantly, it did not
appear to have any negative effect on the two teams’ psychological preparation for the
second game.
We watched the preliminary game, but for us it was just an appetizer before the
main game involving MECIT. In the first match, one team played in a dark blue
stripe and the other in red, with the blues winning deservedly and relatively easily.
Finally, the magic moment arrived and it was time for the ‘Sky Blues’ to take the
field. I spoke to the manager of the MECIT team, Majid, and the players, before
the game. The MECIT players, manager and coach were relaxed and confident. As
it transpired, their confidence was not misplaced. Although MECIT conceded an
early goal, they soon took control of affairs. Soon after, they scored what appeared
to me as an even ‘softer’ goal than the one they had conceded, when one of the
MECIT players hit a speculative long rangeshot that the opposition goalkeeper
should have saved. It was an excellent shot, but the opposing goalkeeper should
not have been beaten from such long range!
Then shortly before the second half, MECIT’s star player on the night, Ayman, scored a
second goal. This was a well-deserved goal for the team and for the player involved. MECIT
were well in control by then and deserved the lead. After the interval, MECIT continued to
dominate the game and Ayman continued to torment the opposition defence before he
was substituted mid-way through the second half. While MECIT were obviously the better
team on the night, anyone who follows football knows that a one goal lead is tentative. It
only takes one mistake to let the opposition back into the game. Consequently, while the
quality of the football was of a very high standard, it was hard to enjoy it fully for fear that
the opposition would deny MECIT victory towards the end. In any event, MECIT held out
and scored a well-deserved 2-1 win.
As it was past midnight, my son and I left the ground soon after the final whistle. I had a quick
word with one of the players, Issa, from one of my Foundation classes, and congratulated
him and his teammates on a job well done. During the drive home, my son and I spoke
about the game and its high quality, but most of all we spoke about the friendliness of those
involved: players,organisers and supporters. We both agreed that MECIT have an excellent
football team and deserve to be well supported for the rest of the football season. So, let’s
go out there and give this team of players the support they deserve!!!
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SHIP FOR WORLD YOUTH (SWY)
Said Juma Al Busaidi
It was like a dream that comes true once in a life time; a dream which changed the lives
of many young people of the world. This was the ship about which I had heard so many
unbelievable things before I went on board; the ship on which you could live unbelievable
moments and which always made you day dream of it even after you were off board.
My journey actually started after a surprise I got when I got a call from the Ministry of Sports
of Oman. I was told that I had been chosen to represent the Omani Youth in SWY 23 and was
to be the Assistant National Leader on this ship. Then I started to find out what exactly I was
supposed to do!!!!!
It was really amazing to know that SWY program is the best program in the world for
developing youth. It is being organized by the Cabinet office of the Government of Japan
since 23 years and this is done under supervision of the United Nations. From that moment
I began to believe the words of earlier participants. They had told me that “this ship would
change my life.”
As part of the Omani delegation, all members met many times to get to know each other
and to prepare the things from our country that we would take to show and exchange with youth from 12 other
countries from all over the world. Then we started to receive e-mails, books, and directions and advice from SWY23
administration. It was strange to get all those directions, but also amazing to know that they never miss anything.
It is not possible to include all details from the time we flew to Japan and until we came back after two months,
because it would require hours and hours to describe everything about this amazing program. I will try my best to
share with you the most important things, though I feel that every moment was important and I learnt many new
things each moment.
The first meeting for the youth from all the 13 different countries was in the National Youth Olympic Centre. There
I met my new family .You will not believe that my eyes are full of tears now, while I’m writing this. This was a group
family, because in the program each one of us had been put in a group which was to be our family for the whole
program. This family met on each day of the program. They had to work and do activities together and share their
joys and sorrows together. I prefer to stop here as I cannot write about these guys and find it difficult to continue. I
just love them. Actually, in my group there were 22 members from 13 different countries. I was the father of the family
and the rest of the story is a secret.
After we were on board the ship Fuji Maru, there were so many events and activities that I will never be able to talk
about them in only a few lines. The most important thing was that we were all together on one ship, one heart, and
one world. Our main goals were seeking unity through mutual understanding and dialogue during our journey
SWY23. Also, sharing and embracing each other’s diversity, wisdom and hope were part of this endeavour; more
importantly, taking actions to make change and create a better world.
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To achieve those goals each of us was allocated one course discussion. This was a core program of the SWY 23. The
course discussion topics were: Cross-cultural Understanding, Education, International Political Economy, Sustainable
Global Community, United Nations, Volunteerism, and Youth Development. We had the chance to talk, discuss and
exchange ideas and solutions to make a better world.
The program never missed to show each country’s culture and beliefs. There were so many events and activities
to project each country’s culture and beliefs. We got to know so many important facts about the way of living of
people from the other 12 participating countries. On the other hand, the others got to know many things about
Oman and Islam. They could learn the facts about the real Arabs and Islam and clear their misconceptions from
what they had seen on T.V.
During this program we visited some Pacific countries namely: Solomon Islands, Fiji Islands, Australia, and Vanuatu
Islands, besides the main country Japan, where we visited many towns and prefectures. The Pacific islands are really
heaven on this earth. There you can admire nature in its pure form. Still I can’t believe that I was there. The beaches,
the waterfalls, the villagers’ lives which was a very simple and happy life.
Now after being on that ship, I do believe that this ship has changed my life. Now I believe the words of the people
who said: “When you come back, you will be a changed person!”
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CAR ACCIDENTS IN OMAN
Eiman Marwan Chahoud Al Haj Hussein, MECIT Student
Technology has developed and assisted the human race significantly over the past few years, and has a very important
impact on us. It is the main key in the progress in different areas such as science. It allows people to achieve things that
seemed impossible 100 years ago, like flying, or connecting with everyone in the world all at the same time. Transportation
is one of the essential developments that happened in this world and helped humans travel to any destination in a very
short time. Cars are the most common helpful invention used by everyone to travel to places like school or shopping
centres. However, the improper and careless usage of cars by some people, has made them a rather dangerous means
of transport and a major cause of car accidents. Oman is known to have a high rate of car accidents, and this essay will
focus on the causes and effects of these unfortunate happenings, as well as give personal solutions that can help society
prevent or decrease the chances of car accident.
The roads in Oman are known to be well-built, being wide and having an even and smooth surface, which encourages
as well as stimulates the teenage drivers and young adults to drive at high speed on the roads. This is indeed the most
common cause of car accidents. Most of these drivers enjoy showing off their fast cars and enjoy racing with others to
compete and differentiate the stronger car from the less strong one. Unfortunately the participants do not realize the
danger of this activity or game until they face the effects of the accidents. On the other hand, various distractions such as
eating, smoking or using a mobile phone while driving is another cause of car accidents. It was verified in one of the local
newspapers in Oman that more than half of the accidents that happen in this country are due to the lack of focus of the
driver, which confirms the absence of concentration on the road while driving. Feeling sleepy or talking on the phone
is the main distraction for an individual who is driving, and an uncontrolled situation may happen within few seconds.
There are other causes for car accidents that occur and imply an unfortunate event into someone’s life. Such an example
would be driving illegally. Teenagers under the age of 18 who drive with no driving license create danger on roads and
cause accidents and traffic jams, this is because of the less amount of knowledge they have towards the rules; knowing
less means avoiding following the rules, leading to major car accidents. Not only would fear grow into the driver’s heart,
but also the country’s reputation about safety would reduce and diminish. Additional minor situations that can cause
risky car accidents happen due to bad weather conditions, old cars and vehicles that are not serviced and animals like
camels and goats crossing the road. These are important situations that should also be acknowledged by drivers.
A very well-known Arabic saying declares “don’t drive fast because death is faster” and this saying exhibits and displays the
effects of most car accidents that happen in Oman and in any other place. More than half of the accidents kill innocent
people and cause misfortune to many families resulting in death and loss of a family member. As mentioned earlier,
the percentage of teenagers and young adults who are the main cause of most of the car accidents is fairly high. This
results in loss of lives of young people, the new generation. Additionally, car accidents can result in fatal injuries that not
everyone survives, as well as wastes many resources and materials which lead to a down fall in the country’s economic
development. Consequently, in order to prevent these accidents from occurring, more radars should be installed on the
roads, in various places all around Oman, and more than one on the same road, especially, on the high ways. In addition
lectures should be given and brochures should be distributed to people and drivers of all ages to warn them about
the causes and effects of car accidents to encourage them to avoid small injudicious mistakes that can form rather a
momentous and crucial outcome.
Ultimately, Oman is one of the few countries with a very high rate of car accidents, caused either by a specific age of drivers
who are enjoying the fast and extraordinary speeds on the road, or those who are distracted with the long conversation
on their mobile phones, eating food or even smoking cigarettes. There might be various causes of these car accidents
that occur nearly everyday on the Omani streets yet the effects and outcome is usually the same: tragic and appalling.
Many innocent people die and others get injured for a reason that might appear to be stupid, and therefore individuals
and societies must collaborate with each other in order to prevent and reduce the chances of these unfortunate events
in their beloved country, Oman.

ROAD ACCIDENTS IN OMAN
Khansa Hamood Sulaiman Al Akhbari, MECIT Student
The number of road accidents in Oman is increasing every year. According to ROP records, recently 706 people died
in a month and 99 in one week .It is definitely a very large number.
Many reasons can be quoted behind these accidents.
One major problem to be considered is reckless driving. Drivers, who never follow the traffic rules seriously, cause
serious accidents. Most of these drivers are young people who ignore the rules, leading to problems on the roads.
Driving fast, at an excessively high speed and racing with each other on the roads is very dangerous. They don’t know
what they may find at the end of that road and they can face a sudden traffic congestion consequently losing control
of the car and causing an accident. This is all because of the bad influence of media, especially movies that project
speeding and racing. Such movies can affect their minds, like the movie “Fast and furious”.
The usage of mobile phones while driving, texting messages and talking on the phone distracts the driver from the
road and causes big accidents most of the time. It is a bad habit to be busy on the phone while driving. Some of these
drivers take medicines for some sort of sickness which have side effects like drowsiness. Such drivers can also cause
accidents. Driving should be forbidden if such medicines are being used.
Badly constructed roads can cause accidents, especially, if the driver is new to a particular road and does not know
that the road is under construction. Therefore he can lose control of the car and can collide with anything in front of
him. Overtaking on narrow roads is a very dangerous thing which is often seen in Oman. People are overtaking on
these roads and not keeping in mind that there could be another car coming from the other side. Hence, the cars
collide head-on and cause accidents and deaths.
All this is affecting Oman’s population. Death due to accidents is a major factor affecting the people in Oman. People
are losing their friends and relatives in these terrible accidents. It is affecting the families and their lives. Children lose
their parents and they find themselves with no one to support them. Disabilities like losing a leg or a hand may affect
the person psychologically and make him/her handicapped and not let that person live his/her life normally.
Destruction of personal property and road blocks affect normal human life and waste of a lot of money. Traffic
diversions lead the other drivers to reach their workplace late and sometimes make them lose their jobs.
To solve these kinds of problems in Oman, the higher authorities need to enforce strict rules. Government should
reduce the speed limits and charge heavy fines for those who do not follow the rules.
The government should improve the roads and instead of two or three lanes on each side, four lanes should be
provided. For the people who run and cross the main roads and endanger their lives every day and the lives of the
drivers also, the government should construct more crossing bridges or subways to help them cross easily and keep
away from the roads
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MECIT VALUES
QUALITY: We challenge ourselves continuously in our quest for
excellence.
DIVERSITY: We appreciate diversity of individuals, ideas and cultures.
TRANSPARENCY: We demonstrate integrity and openness in our conduct.
RESPECT: We discharge our responsibilities with respect for all.
COMMITTMENT: We commit ourselves to the nation and its culture,
intellectual inquiry and the environment.
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