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RESEARCH ETHICS AND BIOSAFETY POLICY
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04 & 02/01/2024 26/03/2024 Minor changes in bringing
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organisational structure
captured.
INTRODUCTION

Middle East College (MEC) aims to efficiently organise research activities, ensuring adequate resources
and diligent monitoring to achieve high-quality outcomes. Upholding ethical and biosafety standards is
integral to maintain the integrity and quality of research conducted within the institution. The policy
ensures that all research activities involving human, animal or genetic material be carried out as per the
highest standards of ethical and biosafety standards and are regulated and monitored through constituted
committee. The policy is based on Oman National Bioethics principles.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to protect and respect the rights, dignity, health, safety, and privacy of the
research subjects involved, the welfare of animals, and the integrity of the environment, and prevent
misuse or misconduct of any ethical standards.

AUDIENCE

This policy is applicable to
1. Allresearchers, research assistants and students at MEC who are involved in research (Publishing

papers, conducting projects, conducting real time data collection and collaborative projects)
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2. External researchers, and organisations who are conducting research with MEC staff upon

agreement.

DEFINITION

Research

Research and studies conducted by any researcher at MEC, and research jointly conducted with external
individuals and bodies such as partner universities, other higher education institutions and government
organisations.

High-Risk Research

Any research that involves humans and animals as research subjects or any research which has any
religious, socio-cultural and environmental sensitivity, or includes disclosure of sensitive data conducted
inside the College or using college resources or by the College Staff or in collaboration with other
organisations.

Low-Risk Research:

Any research which does not include humans and animals as research subjects that could cause marginal
discomfort or anxiety due to interview.

Enterprise Activities

Enterprise activities mentioned in this policy include consultancy and other projects in which MEC is
involved.

Biosafety

Biosafety refers to the measures, protocols, and procedures implemented to ensure the safe handling,
containment, and disposal of biological materials to prevent accidental exposure to pathogens, toxins, or

other hazardous biological agents.

POLICY STATEMENT

1. Research and other related enterprise activities shall adhere to ethical standards and comply with
national and international standards and conventions.

2. MEC ensures that staff and students receive adequate support and training to prepare their
Research Ethics application for approval.

3. Research Ethics encompasses the ethical standards of conduct applicable to all research activities,
emphasising principles and values, integral to the research process. This includes considerations

such as the treatment of animals or human participants, prevention of misuse of research results,
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10.

11.

12.

13.

and avoidance of scientific misconduct such as plagiarism, authorship, content ownership, and
disclosure of competing interests.

High-risk research activities conducted inside the college or using college resources by the college
staff or in collaboration with other organisations, shall be reviewed and approved by the Research
Ethics and Biosafety Committee.

Low-risk research activities shall require completing the Research Ethics and Biosafety Form to
declare and confirm that the research activity does not require approval of the Research Ethics and
Biosafety committee review.

Principal Investigator (P1)/Team Leader shall ensure that the research /projects are conducted as
per the procedure. PI/Team leader is responsible to declare any Ethical or Biosafety risk prior to
conduct the research.

The Research Ethics and Biosafety Committee has the right to approve, request for modifications,
recommend for modification, or deny the request for conducting the research.

In case of data collection from various audience, participants involved in research must be
informed about the purpose of the research and intended uses of research findings. A signed or
written consent must be obtained from those involved prior to the commencement of research.
Data obtained from participants shall be treated as highly confidential and shall be used only for
the intended purposes of the research.

Research supervisors shall take necessary steps to ensure research integrity and quality of their
students’ research.

The Research and Ethics Committee shall conduct periodic monitoring of research activities to
verify adherence to established recommendations. In case of violation of research ethics, staff shall
be subject to the Staff Code of Conduct and Grievance Policy and students shall be subject to
Student Code of Conduct Policy.

The Centre for Research and Consultancy (CRC) evaluates the implementation of the Research
Ethics Policy to ensure effective management and compliance for continuous improvement. Any
necessary enhancements are implemented and communicated to both staff and students.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Research Ethics and Biosafety procedure.

Policies, rules and regulations published by MEC may be subject to amendments.

REFERENCE (OPTIONAL)
Research Council, Oman
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https://www.trc.gov.om/trcweb/sites/default/files/2016-
11/Guidelines_for Open_Research_Grant.pdf/

Code of Conduct and Discipline Policy

Student Code of Conduct Policy

Research Ethics and Biosafety Committee ToR
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